
 
The City of Oakes is a rural town on the move!  Centrally located some 70 miles between the area’s 
larger cities of Valley City, Jamestown, Wahpeton, and Aberdeen, SD, Oakes is extremely vital to the 
economy of the region.  Over the past few years our community leaders have worked hard to be 
progressive, taking huge steps to make Oakes a competitive and progressive community.  We have seen 
huge growth in infrastructure and business while overcoming many struggles and obstacles.  Our 
residents and officials have stuck together through it all and made this community a great place to live 
in, raise a family and work!  As you will see by the number of people serving on the many community 
groups and committees, by the number of donations received, and by number of events held each year 
our city receives a high level support from residents, past and present. Everyone has a hand in making 
our great city even greater! Please select Oakes as the NDLC City of Year: our commitment to progress, 
project completion and plans for the future definitely live up to the title! 
 

 
 
 
2011: 

 We celebrated our 125th Anniversary in June during our annual Irrigation Days Weekend!  
Thousands of visitors arrived to help the current residents celebrate 

 City of Oakes continued another $5 million project, 40+ blocks of water and sewer main 
replacement due to financing from USDA Rural Development Loan and Grant program, the City 
was awarded a 45% grant 

 Partnership with ND Department of Transportation was formed to complete improvements of 
ND Hwy 1 through the town 

 City was awarded the Safe Routes to School Grant from the ND Department of Transportation to 
construct new sidewalks from Main Avenue to West Side Park and along Main Avenue at Willow 
Park 

 OshKosh Manufacturing announces plant closure on August 31, both local and state officials are 
working diligently to have the doors reopened  

 On July 10, our community was devastated by a large wind storm with gusts over 120mph 
causing damage to many homes and trees, but our community pulled together and had the 
entire town cleared of debris within 12 hours and dangerous trees removed within a week 

 The volunteer effort from individuals and groups to clean up was remarkable and our “Oakes 
Spirit” came out in full force 

 Our annual end of summer event “Evening in the Park” will still be held despite the damage to 
our parks, thanks in part to the overwhelming support from our local businesses 

 The community is gathering in support to send off our soldier of the National Guard Det 1 188th 
Engineering Company (Vertical); they will be deployed to Kuwait and Afghanistan towards the 
end of August 

 Over 300 trees were planted along railroad to help beautify residential area next to elevators 

          125th Anniversary Celebration                 July 2011 Storm Damage          Infrastructure Improvements on ND Hwy 1



 Eagle Scout Projects: Handicapped Parking at the Football/Baseball Field and New batting cage 
at the baseball field 

 Harvest Inn opened their newly constructed hotel 
 Expansions of Oakes Ready Mix, SD Wheat Growers and James Valley Grain 
 New Businesses:  Red River Electric, Wireless Solutions, Oakes Vet Service Equine Center 
 Economic Development Group (OEI) create new loan/grant program to encourage businesses to 

improve exterior of buildings, to date almost $30,000 has been awarded 
 2 new housing developments began construction in town 
 Oakes High School started work  on an addition to the new gymnasium to include new locker 

rooms and workout space 
 Bright Beginnings Preschool started renovations to increase space for growing number of 

students 
 4 DECA students and 3 Skills USA students qualified for national competitions 
 Oakes Wrestling Team won State B Wrestling Championship with multiple individual placements 
 City of Oakes accepted funding from USDA Rural Development Loan and Grant program, the City 

will be awarded a 30% grant to continue another $2 million project, 10 blocks of water and 
sewer main replacement in 2012 

 City of Oakes approved application to ND Department of Emergency Services Hazard Mitigation 
Program to make improvements to lagoons and sewer system to alleviate problems during 
flooding 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2010:  

 City of Oakes continued water and sewer main replacement project that began in 2009 
 Main Avenue was renovated with new decorative sidewalks, lighting and banners 
 A ½ cent sales tax increase was voted in to help pay for continued infrastructure improvements 
 Renaissance Zone was adopted 
 Park Board purchased a new play system in Eagle Scout Park next to the swimming pool 
 Eagle Scout Project: Makeover of the Oakes Food Pantry and new welcome signs 
 City of Oakes was awarded an Energy Grant through the Division of Community Services to 

upgrade current heating and lighting system at the Armory 
 Local donations from Oakes Lions, American Legion Post, Oakes Enhancement and the Oakes 

Area Community Foundation helped make additional improvements to the Armory kitchen and 
auditorium 

 Oakes Ambulance Service purchased two new ambulances 
 City of Oakes began to pursue removing old and blighted structures in the community to make 

our town safer for residents and visitors 
 Oakes Municipal Airport was granted a lease of a F-100 Aircraft from the National Museum of 

the US Air Force to be displayed at the airport 

               New Look of “Down Town”                                 New Playground  








